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Gillingham News is the  
new local community newspaper 

for Gillingham, Mere and 
surrounding villages. 

Gillingham News is:

l delivered free to the area’s 

7,000 
homes each month

l able to reach more 

than 15,000 local readers 
at one go

l the only newspaper covering 
all of this part of North Dorset 

and Wiltshire.

Want to reach ALL of your potential customers in Gillingham and Mere? 
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The newspaper has been created by husband and wife team Michael Streeter 
and Rachel Loos, both experienced journalists who live and work in Gillingham 
and whose children attend a local state school. 

Our aim is simple: to put the ‘local’ back in local news and provide the area 
with its first dedicated community newspaper. 

Each month it provides stories about what’s going on in the community: the 
news that really matters to local people.

We see Gillingham News as a showcase for the extraordinary talents of local 
people, schools, community groups and businesses.

And the newspaper will also be a champion for the community. 

Our focus on the Gillingham and Mere area means that, as advertisers, 
you know you are closely targeting potential customers who can  
help grow your business. 

Its lively, ever-changing and important community content also means  
you can be confident that our hand-delivered newspaper will be attentively 
read each month by our local readers.

In addition to cost-effective and highly-targeted display advertising, and a 
directory of adverts of essential local services, Gillingham News also offers the 
opportunity for advertising features to help you communicate even more 
directly with your potential customers.

Contact us for more details!

Electric track to cut 
rail time to London 
– but not just yet

Saturday, September 28th 2016 DELIVERED FREE TO MORE THAN 7,000 HOMES IN GILLINGHAM AND MERE

ISSUE 1

By Michael Streeter

The people of Gillingham are being urged 
to vote on plans that will dramatically shape 
the town for the next 15 years.

A referendum is being held next month 
on what is known as the Gillingham 
Neighbourhood Plan, which is in effect a 
blueprint for how the town will develop 
between now and 2031.

If and when the referendum approves the 
plans they will they formally become part of 
the development plan being implemented 
by North Dorset district council.

The plan covers issues such as housing, 
the local economy, the redevelopment of 
the town centre and transport, plus school 
and healthcare provision.

For the first time the town’s centre has been 
‘defined’ in a local plan, and the document 
hopes that its proposals will create a ‘better, 
more vibrant’ heart to the town. 

In particular it suggests the need for a 
town centre hotel to ‘to capitalize on local 
tourism attractions and its unique position 
in North Dorset served both by a main line 
railway and a significant 
trunk road to (and from) the 
South East and South West’.

The plan also highlights 
how the heart of town 
centre has been moving 
towards the School Road 
and Station Road areas in 
recent years, and how the 
new larger shops off Le Neubourg Way have 
drawn shoppers to this southern end of the 
main town centre. Further development in 
this could contribute to making the town 
centre more attractive, the report says.

Journey times from Gillingham to 
London Waterloo could be cut under 
ambitious plans to electrify the train line.

Network Rail has confirmed to 
Gillingham News that it is looking into 
electrifying the train line between Exeter 
and London and will publish a draft 
report later this year. 

If the assessment is a success Network 
Rail could convert the line from its 
current diesel usage into a more modern 
electric track, meaning faster journeys 
to and from the capital for Gillingham 
passengers. 

Residents who live near the railway 
line through Gillingham will also benefit 
from the conversion with electric 
trains said to be both quieter and more 
environmentally friendly. 

A spokesman for Network Rail said: 
‘Network Rail, on behalf of the wider 
rail industry, is currently undertaking an 
assessment of the national electrification 
strategy, which we intend to publish in 
draft form in the spring. 

‘As part of this an assessment of the 
business case for electrifying further lines 
on the Western route will be undertaken. 
This includes the line from Exeter to 
London.’

Asked how this will impact on train 
users he said: ‘Electric trains are faster, 
longer, quieter and greener, therefore 
there are significant benefits for both 
passengers and those who live near to 
the railway line.’

There are currently hourly diesel train 
services between Gillingham and London 
Waterloo with a journey time of just 
under two hours. It was not immediately 
clear exactly how much faster trains 
would be on electrified track, though it 
could take as much as ten minutes off 
the journey.

However, regular rail passengers 
should not get too excited; even if the 
electrification of the Exeter to London 
line is approved in principle it may in 
practice take some years before work 
starts. ■

Town set to vote on 
Gillingham’s future

Electric track to cut 
rail time to London 
– but not just yet

In recent years the Himalayan balsam – a relative of the busy Lizzie – has made itself 
a real nuisance on wasteland and in particular the riverbanks of Dorset and Britain in 
general. It out-competes the native flora, reducing the habitat quality for species such 
as dragonflies, butterflies and water voles. Indeed this non-native species costs the 
UK tax payer a staggering £2.7 billion per year to control and a few years ago the Royal 
Marines iwere called in to help deal with the plant on the River Otter in Devon.

Now volunteers in Gillingham have the chance to mimic Royal Marines and take part 
in ‘work parties’ aimed at removing the plant from our rivers and countryside. ■

Off with their heads!
They are large, they’re pink – and they’re 
not welcome here.

Another key aspect outlined in the 
report is the creation of what is called a 
‘integrated hub for public transport’ at the 
town’s station. This includes the provision 
of ‘sufficient car-parking and set-down 

area’, enough space 
to accommodate 
waiting buses and 
taxis, ‘warm and 
welcoming’ shelter 
for people and ‘rest’ 
facilities- toilets, 
food and drinks – so 
passengers can wait 

in comfort and ‘easy and safe access by 
car, bus, taxi, walking or cycling providing 
connections to the High Street’.

At the moment, the report complains, 
there is ‘poor linkage’ between the town 

centre and the station area. 
Indeed, transport is a major theme of the 

Neighbourhood Plan, which will not come 
as a surprise to those who are often stuck 
in jams on the town’s congested roads at 
certain hours of the day. Already there are 
plans for a southern route linking the B3081 
with the B3092 south of the town which 
will be built when the new homes in the  
so-called Southern Extension of the town 
are built in the coming years. 

But the Neighbourhood Plan also sets 
out the key footpaths and cycle path 
connections that will provide an alternative 
network for many local people in and 
around the town. 

These will build on existing paths to 
provide a western route from Broad Robin 
up to Milton-on-Stour. ■

“At the moment, the 
report complains, 
there is ‘poor 
linkage’ between 
the town centre and 
the station area.” 
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Advert size One-off advert Monthly rate for Monthly rate for Monthly rate for 
£  3-month booking £ 6-month booking £ 12-month booking £

Full page 375 335 300 270

Half page 225 200 175 150

Quarter page 135 122 110 100

4 columns wide by 10cm high 100 90 80 70

3 columns wide by 10cm high 75 68 60 54

2 columns wide by 15cm high 75 68 60 54

3 columns wide by 8cm high 60 55 50 45 

2 columns wide by 10cm high 50 45 40 35

2 columns high by 7.5cm high 42 37 32 27

2 columns wide by 5cm high 30 27 24 21

2 columns wide by 3cm high 20 18 16 14 

All prices plus VAT

Please ask for rates for advertising on front page.
Plus we also have some great deals on advertising features!
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4 columns wide
by 10cm high

3 columns wide
by 10cm high

3 columns wide
by 8cm high

2 columns wide 
by 10cm high

2 columns high
by 7.5cm high

2 columns wide 
by 15cm high

2 columns wide 
by 5cm high

2 columns wide
by 3cm high

Quarter Page
4 columns wide by 16cm

Full Page - 320 mm x 264 mm

Half Page - 160 mm x 264 mm

Quarter Page - 160 mm x 130 mm

Columns widths:

1 = 30 mm 

2 = 64 mm 

3 = 97 mm 

4 = 130 mm

5 = 164 mm 

6 = 197 mm 

7 = 230 mm 

8 = 264 mm




